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Overview 

The National Centre for Vocational Education Research (NCVER) has released VOCSTATS, online 

databases which can be accessed through a web browser. Users are then able to access data from 

anywhere to create and access reports that matter to them in a dynamic, intuitive, and interactive way. 

This document documents all the fields used in the VOCSTATS databases to help users further 

understand what data is available, where this data is collected from and what the data means. The fields 

for all collections are listed alphabetically to enable users to easily find information on the field they need.  
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Apprentice/trainee status 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Government-funded students and courses (VET), Total VET students 
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Level of education 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Level of 
Education 

Identifies the 
category of the 
recognised 
qualification awarded 
to the client on 
successful 
completion of a 
qualification 
undertaken as part of 
a training contract. 

Diploma or higher Advanced Diploma Calculated based on the 
AVETMISS field 
Program Identifier from 
the Training contract 
transaction file. 

Diploma 

Certificate IV Certificate IV 

Certificate III Certificate III 

Certificate II Certificate II 

Certificate I Certificate I 

Not known Not known 

Note: This classification is based on the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian Standard 
Classification of Education (ASCED) ABS Catalogue No. 1272.0, 2001. 
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At school 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  
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Client postcode region 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

Compared to: The ‘Client postcode region’ is calculated based on the client’s postcode 
of usual residence. This compares to: 

Employer postcode region: 

The ‘Employer postcode region’ is calculated based on the postcode 
where the employer is based. 

Workplace postcode region: 
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Client remoteness (ARIA+) region 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

Compared to: The ‘Client remoteness (ARIA+) region’ is calculated based on the 
client’s postcode of usual residence. This compares to: 

Workplace remoteness (ARIA+) region: 

‘Workplace remoteness (ARIA+) region’ is calculated based on the 
workplace postcode. 

 

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification categories Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Client 
remoteness 
(ARIA+) 
region 

The degree of 
remoteness of a 
location in terms of the 
ease or difficulty 
people face in 
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Client SA2 2011 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification categories Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Client SA2 
2011 

Identifies the 
Australian Bureau 
of Statistics 
Statistical Area 2 
(SA2) of the client’s 
usual place of 
residence. 

New South Wales This is a four-level 
hierarchical structure. 
The fourth and most 
detailed level of the 
classification consists 
of units which are 9 
digit ABS statistical 
area 2 identifiers. 

1st Level – State and 
Territory (S/T) 

2nd Level – Statistical 
area level 4 (SA4) 

3rd Level – Statistical 
area level 3 (SA3) 

4th Level – Statistical 
Area level 2 (SA2) 

Calculated based 
on the AVETMISS 
field Postcode  
[Residential]  and 
Address location - 
suburb, locality or 
town [Residential] 
from the Client file. 

Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 

Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

Australian Capital Territory 

Other 

Note: Client SA2 2011 is based on the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian Statistical 
Geography Standard (ASGS), Jul 2011. ABS Catalogue No. 1270.0.55.001 
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Country of birth (cont.) 

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification  
categories 
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Current qualification level 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Government-
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Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Classification  
lowest level 

Source 

Current 
qualification 
level 

The level of a 
qualification in 
which a 
student is 
enrolled. 

 

Non AQF 
qualification 

Secondary 
education 

Year 12 Derived using 
AVETMISS field 
Program identifier 
from the Program 
file  

Year 11 

Year 10 

Non-award 















 
Release 3.27 July 2024 VOCSTATS fields 
 

VOCSTATS fields: Terms and definitions Employer industry (ANZSIC) 
44 

Employer industry (ANZSIC) 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 
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Employer postcode region 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

Compared to: The ‘Employer postcode region’ is calculated based on the postcode where 
the employer is based. This compares to: 

Client postcode region: 

‘Client postcode region’ is calculated based on the client’s postcode of usual 
residence. 

Workplace postcode region: 

‘Workplace postcode region’ is calculated based on the workplace postcode. 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification categories Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Employer 
postcode 
region 



 
Release 3.27 July 2024 VOCSTATS fields 
 

VOCSTATS fields: Terms and definitions Employer size 
46 

Employer size 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Employer 
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English speaking background (based on country of birth) 
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Estimates 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Usage: This field is a 'counting' field. It is contained under the 'Counting' field in 
the 'Fields' list. This is the default 'count' for the 'Apprentices and trainees' 
database. For example, when opening the 'Apprentices and trainees' database 
you do not need to select this option, it is automatically selected for you. 
 

See also: Preliminary 

NCVER is supplied data by the states/territories concerning the number of 
apprentices/trainees in their respective jurisdictions. The Apprentice and 
trainee collection is an accumulative collection so not all contracts are reported 
at the same time for a given quarter. For example, using the March quarter of 
any year as a start, the reporting of contacts will occur throughout this quarter 
and continue to be reported in the following June quarter. 

The preliminary count displays the apprentice and trainee numbers as they are 
reported to NCVER and for any given quarter will change as more contracts 
for that quarter are reported. See: Important note for this field below. 
 

IMPORTANT: Apprentice and trainee figures reported by NCVER are estimated. Figures 
are estimated as there are often long time lags in reporting information to the 
states and territories. The main reason for delays has been due to employers 
and apprentices/trainees not returning necessary paperwork to an Australian 
Apprenticeship Centre or to State Training Authorities within the 
reporting period. 
 

It is recommended that, unless you have a specific reason to do so, you leave this field as is in order to 
match published data released by NCVER. 

 

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Estimates The estimated 
number of 
apprentices and 
trainees 

n/a n/a Derived 

Note: Further details on the estimation methodology can be found at 
www.ncver.edu.au/publications/2267.html  
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Existing worker 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 
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Field of education 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification categories Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Field of 
education 

Identifies the broad 
area of study related 
to the recognised 
qualification awarded 
to the client on 
successful completion 
of a qualification 
undertaken as part of 
a training contract. 

01 - Natural and physical 
sciences 

This is a two-level 
hierarchical structure. 
The second and most 
detailed level of the 
classification consists 
of the base units which 
are 4-digit Field of 
education codes. 

Collected in the 
AVETMISS field 
Program field of 
education identifier 
from the Program 
file. 

02 - Information 
technology 

03 - Engineering and 
related technologies 

04 - Architecture and 
building 

05 - Agriculture, 
environmental and related 
studies 

06 - Health 

07 - Education 

08 - Management and 
commerce 

09 - Society and culture 

10 - Creative arts 

11 - Food, hospitality and 
personal services 

12 - Mixed field programs 

No field of education 

Not known 
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Full-time status 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Full-time 
status 

Indicates whether a 
training contract is 
being undertaken on a 
full-time or part-time 
employment basis. 

Full-time 
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Funding source 
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Funding source (cont.) 

 

National Student Outcomes Survey (Training attributes) 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
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Highest school level completed (cont.) 
 

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Highest 
school 
level 
completed 

Highest school 
level completed 
identifier identifies 
the highest level 
of school that a 
client has 
completed. 

Year 12 n/a Collected in the 
AVETMISS field 
Highest school 
level completed 
identifier from the 
Client file. 

Year 11 

Year 10 

Year 9 or lower 

Did not go to 
school 

Not known 
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Indigenous status 
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Indigenous status (cont.) 

National Student Outcomes Survey (Student attributes) 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Indigenous 
status 

Persons who identify 
themselves as being of 
Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander origin or 
both. 

Indigenous n/a National Student 
Outcomes Survey 
(Government-funded 
student and Total VET 
students) 

Non-Indigenous 

Not stated 
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Intended occupation of training course – 1 digit ANZSCO 
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Job-
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Main language spoken at home 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Government-funded students and courses (VET), Total VET students and courses 
(TVA) and VET in Schools (VETiS). 
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Main language spoken at home (cont). 
 

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification  
categories 

Classification sub-
categories 

Source 

Main 
language 
spoken 
at home 

Identifies the 
main language 
spoken at 
home 

Northern European Languages This is a three-level 
hierarchical structure. 
The third and most 
detailed level of the 
classification consists 
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Major type of accreditation 
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Occupation (ANZSCO) group (cont.) 

Term  Definition  Classification  
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Occupation 
(ANZSCO) 
group 
(cont.) 

 Other Includes 'Non-VET 
program, 'Subject only 
activity and ‘Not 
collected’. 

 

Note: This classification is based on the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Australian and New Zealand 
Standard Classification of Occupations (ANZSCO), url: 
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/classifications/anzsco-australian-and-new-zealand-standard-
classification-occupations/2022. 

From time to time this classification may change to capture new and emerging occupations. When 
this classification is updated there may be a break in series and previous data will not be able to 
be re-created. If this occurs it should be noted that there has been a break in series due to a 
change in the classification. 
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Of those not employed before training 
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Of those who undertook learning online: satisfied with the overall quality of the online experience   

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

National Student Outcomes Survey (SOS) 

 

  







 
Release 3.27 July 2024 VOCSTATS fields 
 

VOCSTATS fields: Terms and definitions Of those whose training shifted to online and who received support: satisfied with 



 
Release 3.27 July 2024 

















 
Release 3.27 July 2024 VOCSTATS fields 
 

VOCSTATS fields: Terms and definitions Program field of education 
113 

Program field of education (cont.) 

National 
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National Student Outcomes Survey (Training attributes) 

Term  Definition  Classification  
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Provider 
type (2016 
– 2022) 

To determine the 
type of training 
provider 

TAFE institutes n/a National Student 
Outcomes Survey 

 Universities 

Community education 
providers 

Private training 
providers 

Schools 

Enterprise providers 

Note: Prior to 2020, the provider type variable category of ‘private training providers’ combined private 
training providers with enterprise RTOs. The change to the ‘private training provider’ category in 
2020 to separately report enterprise providers had only a minor impact on the national estimates 
compared with 2019 estimates where private training providers and enterprise RTOs were 
combined. 
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Reporting period 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Usage: This field needs to be added when creating a table. If a 'reporting 
period' is not added, the data obtained in the table will be the sum of 
all reporting periods contained in the Apprentice and trainee 
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Provider type 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  
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Shift to online learning in 2020 due to COVID-19 
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Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification categories Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

State/ 
territory 

Identifies the State 
or territory which 
administers the 
contract of training. 

New South Wales n/a Data Submitter. 

Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 

Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

Australian Capital Territory 

  





 
Release 3.27 July 2024 VOCSTATS fields 
 



 
Release 3.27 July 2024 



 
Release 3.27 July 2024 VOCSTATS fields 
 

 









 
Release 3.27 July 2024 



 
Release 3.27 July 2024 VOCSTATS fields 
 





 





 
Release 3.27 July 2024 





https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/classifications/australian-standard-classification-education-asced/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/classifications/australian-standard-classification-education-asced/latest-release


 







 





 
Release 3.27 July 2024 VOCSTATS fields 
 

VOCSTATS fields: Terms and definitions Trade status 
179 

Trade status 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Classification 
categories 

Definition Source 

Trade 
status 

Non-trade 
occupations 

Occupations that have ANZSCO 1-
digit classification (1,2,4,5,6,7,8) 

Derived 

 Trade occupations Occupations that have ANZSCO 1-
digit classification of 3 

 

 Not known   
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Training duration 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification sub-
categories 

Source 

Training 
duration 

For commencements 
and 
recommencements, 
duration refers to the 
intended amount of 
time that apprentices/ 
trainees take to 
complete their training 
contract. 

For completions, 
duration refers to the 
actual amount of time 
taken by the 
apprentice or trainee to 
finish the training 
contract. 

For cancellations/ 
withdrawals, duration 
refers to the amount of 
time until an apprentice 
or trainee cancels or 
withdraws from their 
contract. 

Up to 1 year Less than 1 month – 12 
months 

Calculated based on 
the AVETMISS 
fields Date of 
training contract 
commencement, 
Date of training 
contract completion, 
Training contract 
status identifier and 
Date of transaction 
from the Training 
contract transaction 
file. 

Over 1 and up to 2 
years 

13 months – 24 months 

Over 2 and up to 3 
years 

25 months – 36 months 

Over 3 and up to 4 
years 

37 months – 48 months 
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Apprentices and trainees 

Term  Definition  Classification 
categories 

Classification  
sub-categories 

Source 

Type of 
training 

The type of 
training for an 
apprentice or 
trainees 
qualification. 

Training package This is a three-level hierarchical 
structure. The third and most 
detailed level of the 
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National Student Outcomes Survey (Training attributes) 

Term  Definition  Classification  
categories 

Classification sub-
categories 

Source 

Type of 
training 

 

For reporting 
students type of 
training 

Training package qualifications n/a National Student 
Outcomes Survey  
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Workplace postcode region 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Compared to: The ‘Workplace postcode region’ is calculated based on the workplace 
postcode. This compares to: 

Client postcode region: 
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Workplace remoteness (ARIA+) region 

 

This field is contained in  
the following database/s: 

Apprentices and trainees (A&T) 

  

Compared to: The ‘Workplace remoteness (ARIA+) region’ is calculated based on the 
workplace postcode. This compares to: 

Client remoteness (ARIA+) region: 

‘Client remoteness (ARIA+) region’ is calculated based on the client’s 
postcode of usual residence. 
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